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To enable and encourage consistency across the University, this paper defines modes of delivery. 
The aim is to provide clear guidance for course developers, staff and prospective students.  This 
information will also be captured in University systems and allow the University to understand and 
report on the types of teaching activity that are occurring. 
 

These will be used: 

• In the Framework 
• For those involved in the course proposal/validation process in establishing risk and process 
• For marketing purposes (e.g. advertising on the website) 
• For inclusion in any future iteration of the CELT curriculum design guide 
• To help ensure CMA compliance 

 

Definitions 

Distance Online Delivery is a mode of delivery for an individual student who studies a course wholly 
online with no tuition delivered or supported through face-to-face approaches giving a strong element 
of control over time, place and pace of delivery. 

Blended Delivery is a term which covers a broad range of flexible delivery modes.    At one end of the 
scale, it reflects Campus-and Partner based Delivery while at the other it reflects Distance Online 
Delivery with varying elements of control for the student regarding time, place and pace of delivery. 

- Bi-Modal Learning occurs where a student learns partly through campus-based delivery and 
partly through distance online delivery.  There is a moderate element of control for the 
student over time, place and pace, determined by the 50% proportion of direct campus-based 
delivery. 

- Interactive Cohort Online Learning is a mode of delivery for a cohort of students who study 
a course fully online using a mix of synchronous and/or asynchronous learning with no tuition 
delivered or supported through on campus approaches giving a moderate element of control 



for students over time, place and pace of delivery.  As a cohort, their tuition is delivered 
through a variety of on line mechanisms, for example virtual classroom, webinars, discussion 
boards and chat rooms and some of these will involve specific timed cohort learning. 

- Supported Online Learning occurs where a student learns through wholly distance online 
delivery of content and instruction and is supported in their learning at a campus or at a 
partner location – with a strong element of control for the student over time, place and pace 
of learning.   

- Assisted Online Learning occurs where a student learns through wholly distance online 
delivery of content and instruction and is tutor support assisted indirectly at a campus or at a 
partner location – with a strong element of control for the student over time, place and pace 
of learning. 

- Block Delivery is a mode of delivery through face-to-face means, either at a campus or a 
partner location.  Delivery occurs intensively (for example, 20 credits over three days) and the 
University/collaborative partner fixes the time, place and pace of delivery. 

It is anticipated that further sub-definitions of blended learning will be added as flexible delivery 
developments occur across the University and its partners.   
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